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generals, who only very gradually learnt the means of dealing with this kind of warfare. In the very last weeks of the war De la Rey surprised and captured Lord Methuen and his column. The British people watched with many .misgivings certain of the methods which were improvised, especially the farm-burning with its necessary consequence, the establishment of concentration camps for women and children rendered homeless by this expedient. Many of the camps were insanitary epidemics broke out and the mortality was heavy. Gradually, by establishing blockhouses, using mobile columns Mid instituting systematic "sweeps" of separate areas, Lord Kitchener found a key to the problem, and on March 23,1902, Boer delegates came to Pretoria to negotiate peace.
Tfa Negotiated Peace
;v;^*P»*;k»UG speech at Chesterfield on December 16, looi, fcttft* Rssefeery had entered a strong plea for a negotiated '• J3tt*-*t eonttadistinction to the unconditional surrender for wtaeh Sir Alfred, or as he now was, Lord Milner, was still supposed to stand. This speech made a strong appeal to the
T™fc: T*tm SpitC o£its exasperation had been impressed fcy tfae gaflant last stand of the Boers, and was more and more corniag^ to the conclusion ihat they ought to be treated with g^mbfe consideratipn. This also was the view of Lord JUCdtener, who played an honourable and conciliatory part m A^egemations which followed. Technically the Boers ^al^LS^* ** If .«"«ti«i of the Boer States,
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